Date

Dear ________________ MP

I write to draw your attention to Early Day Motion 2285 tabled by Greg Mulholland MP. Greg’s EDM supports the FSB’s campaign to save many of our local pubs from being closed by implementing in full the recommendations of the final Business, Innovation and Skills Committee report on pub companies. 

Fourteen pubs are closing each week in Britain and 64 per cent of these are tied to a pub company. FSB research has shown that 84 per cent of the FSB’s tied publican membership are of the view that their relationship with their pub company does not enable them to compete effectively in the marketplace. At the same time, 90 per cent do not feel that their arrangement with their pub company allows them to make a fair profit.

Given that each pub employs on average ten members of staff, the full implementation of the Committee’s recommendations would save valued community pubs and local jobs from being lost. 

This is a call for action to protect small businesses from heavy handed treatment from the big pub companies. The big pub companies have been accused of deliberately misleading pub lessees, charging unjustifiably high rents and preventing their lessees buying beer and other products on the open market at competitive prices. 

Free market reforms, such as an option to become free of tie accompanied by an open market rent review, would allow the market to work and would free small business from regulatory burden. In addition a statutory code of practice and a code adjudicator would ensure that the big pub companies stick to the rules and do not mislead, withhold information from or intimidate their pub lessees. 

By sticking to its promise of intervening if little progress had been made since the Committee’s 2010 report and implementing the findings of the most recent report, Government will save many valued community pubs, encourage more people to take on a pub and prevent local jobs from being lost. 

I very much hope I can rely on your support and that you will press Government to implement the Select Committee recommendations.

Yours sincerely

XXXXXX

EDM here: http://www.parliament.uk/edm/2010-12/2285 

