Insert your name
Insert your address

Insert MP or MEP name

Insert MP or MEP address

Insert date

Dear Insert MP or MEP name
Stop the Blockades

I am writing to canvass your support for the Federation of Small Businesses’ (FSB) “Stop the Blockades” campaign. 

Between 14 April 2009 and 18 April 2009 French fishermen blockaded the ports of Calais, Dunkirk, Dieppe and Boulogne in a protest against EU fishing quotas. The protest caused severe disruption for thousands of holidaymakers and HGV (Heavy Goods Vehicle) drivers trying to cross the Channel, with long queues forming in both France and the UK.

These blockades are not a one-off incident; sadly, disruption of this nature caused by French fishermen happens on a regular basis – at least once a year.  Perhaps the most visible symbol of this disruption are the thousands of HGVs that are forced to park up on the coast bound carriageway of the M20 as part of Operation Stack, put in place by Kent Police to reduce traffic congestion close to Dover.

Small haulage companies are suffering the most in this industry as a result of the recession and high fuel prices and can least afford the delays and loss of business incurred as a result of these blockades. These blockades disproportionately hit the smaller haulage companies as they may only have one or two HGVs, so if one is stuck in France they cannot do any work whatsoever.

The FSB has therefore made a formal complaint to the European Commission under Article 226 of the Treaty Establishing the European Community. The French Government is in breach of its legal obligations under the EC Treaty, which prohibits restrictions on imports or exports of goods between Member States, and demands the European Commission takes action against the French Government to prevent such blockades in the future and to secure compensation for those haulage firms affected by the protests.

Further details of the FSB’s campaign can be found at www.stoptheblockades.org.

I would be grateful if you could look into this matter and bring it to the attention of The Rt. Hon. Lord Mandelson, Secretary of State for Business, Innovation & Skills, and his officials at the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills.
Yours sincerely 

