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environmental awareness in the workplace

The FSB is compilinga Green List of businesses demonstrating energy effic iency and
environmental awareness in the workplace. Share your good and bad experiences
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FSB National Survey

This is the largest Small Business Survey in the UK and
provides valuable informat ion for the FSB to use in our
lobbying work.

It will be sent out to all members from 14 September &
by e-mail; if we have your address, or by post. There

are only about 25 questions and it is very easy to

complete this year, either on -line or manually.

PLEASE, PLEASHake a few moments, to fill it in and
send back. We should be grateful if you would agree to
join one of the Sector Groups to enable us to get quick
osnap shotsdé on a topic or

Many thanks for your help @it is much appreci ated.

Briefing on Enterprise Experience Programme

Run by the EU Commission, the Enterprise Exchange Programme allows EU
officials to spend some time with a small or medium sized business to
understand the impact of regulations etc. The benefit s of participation for the
business are through the potential to generate press coverage and the ongoing
contact with the EU and ability to influence the policy making process.

Unhelpful Banks?

Ben Bradshaw Minister for Culture and the MP for
Exeter is expressing his concern that small businesses
he has met are worried that banks are not working in

a helpful way to ensure that viable businesses are
able to cope in this recession, in spite of
reassurances from the bayn
are treating businesses fairly. He has taken this up
with Lord Mandelson and the Chancellor of the
Exchequer and has been asked to make a case giving
evidence if any action is to be taken.

He has asked that members of the FSB contact him
directly to in form him of real examples of problems
they have had in relation to being treated in an
unhelpful way.

Please contact Ben Bradshaw by phone on 020 7219
6597, by Fax on 020 7219 0950, by email on
bradshawb@parlianent.uk or by letter to:

Ben Bradshaw
Parliamentary Office
House of Commons
Westminster
London

SWI1A 0AA

Please do contact Ben to report on problems as it is a
real opportunity to have our problems put directly to
the most influential people who can cr eate change.



http://www.fsb.org.uk/greenlist
http://www.fsb.org.uk/121/assets/enterprise%20experience%20programme.pdf
mailto:bradshawb@parliament.uk
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Every small business in the UK will now have free access to thousands of

lower value government contracts on the
www.supply2.gov.uk

For three years, supply2.gov.uk has advert ised thousands
of public sector procurement opportunities worth up to
£100,000 8 making the website ideally suited to small
and medium sized businesses.

The fee that was previously charged to search the site
across the UK will now be removed, providing fi rms with
better access to public sector contracts to help their
businesses grow.

Business Minister Shriti Vadera said:

0Smal l businesses are faci
downturn and new contracts are essential for their
return to growth.

We want to support small businesses by making it easier
to access the thousands of Government procurement
opportunities that are directly relevant to them.

This free service is an interim step along the way to
introducing a single website for all public sector
contracts next year .o

Economic Secretary to the Treasury, lan Pearson said:

"Small and medium sized businesses are a crucial part of
the UK economy and in these challenging times it is
essential that we support them in as many ways as
possible.

By introducing a free to use national search service we
are helping to create a level playing field on which SMEs
can compete with their larger counterparts. This will
realise benefits for SMEs, the economy as a whole, and
help drive further innovation in public servic es.6

Debasish Sen, Federation of Small Businesses Trade an
Industry committee member, said:

0The Federation of Smal |
working closely with the Government to put better
policies on procurement in place and we welcome this
first ste p to create a free, national, on -line portal that
small firms can use to apply for public sector contracts
next year.

FSB research shows that half of SMEs do not tender fol
public contracts because the process is too complicated
and the contracts are too difficult to find in the first
place. Making supply2.gov free to access is a first step in
the right direction and something the FSB has been
pushing for, for a |l ong ti

Government s webs

Searching for lower-value contracts across the UK
was previously only available as part of a
commercial subscription service, which cost up to
£180 per year.

This announcement is a move towards delivering
on a key recommendation outlined in the Glover

Review - that by the end of 2010 all public sector

contract opportunities should be ac cessible
through a single, free online web portal.

Notes to editors

1. Supply2.gov.uk is the official government
portal for the advertisement of lower -
value (typically below £100,000) contract
opportunities, and provides  small
businesses with access to lower-value
public sector contracts.

2. The site allows businesses to view
contracts in a single location, reducing the
time taken to source opportunities, unites
buyers and suppliers and is cited as a best
practice means of advertising lower -value
contract oppo rtunities by HM Treasury and
the European Commission.

3. Since it launched in June 2006,
www.supply2.gov.uk has published more
than 132,000 contract notices with many
under the value of £100,000 d making them
partic ularly relevant to SMEs. Over 6,800
public sector buyers have registered
including local government, health,
education and housing authorities,
emergency services and the Olympic
Delivery Authority.



http://www.supply2.gov.uk/
http://www.supply2.gov.uk/
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Don't be sh

To give us some idea of numbers for the evening

Come and Meet

The
Torridge and North
Devon Branches
Committee Members

V...

“Tell us what you think”
We are always open to new

ideas.
- “Get more from your
- membership”
Special Guest
Carol Wells Wednesday 16th September 2009
National Vice Chairman 7.15-8.30pm
at
Membership Benefits made simple with
Delia Colegate Durrant House Hotel
Durrant Lane

Followed by Networking and Drinks Northam

We don't bite and you may even find
please call 01803 322499 you like us!

Ore-mail; -1/

@ D Two for the price of one

GRANTS FOR
BUSINESSES

Find out about how your business could get a grant for eligible
projects that improve productivity and support sustainable growth.
Details of a new grant available to businesses in Torridge & North Devon* will be
explained at a special presentation by Maynard Johns Chartered Accountants &
Business Advisors, in Association with the Federation of Small Businesses. However
numbers for this event are strictly limited.
Durrant House Hotel, Bideford, Wednesday 16th September 2009, 7pm for 7.30pm start

Free to FSB members and nominal charge of £5 for non-members

To book your place, ring the
FSB Devon Regional Office on 01803 322439 NOW.

*trading address restrictions apply

ohn

1A 1 O NTANTS &
37 Mill Street, Bideford, Devon EX39 2JJ
m t: 01237 472071 m e: info@maynardjohns.co.uk ® w: www.maynardjohns.co.uk

3USINESS ADVISOR

MAYNARD JOHNS HELP BUSINESSES GROW WITH GRANTS

Renowned for their expertise at obtaining grants for their clients for business
growth, Jane Maynard of Maynard Johns Chartered Accountants & Business
Advisors has been asked to give a presentation on Grant Funding by the Federation
of Small Businesses on 16th September.

Jane will be focussing parficularly on the new Business Growth Small Grant Scheme
on offer from Leader 4 which will provide up to 50% of eligible project costs up to
a maximum of £7,500 for businesses whose trading address is in Torridge or North
Devon districts*. Businesses must have under 10 full fime equivalent employees,
have been trading for ot least 12 months and have an annual turnover of less than
£1.7 million.

In the lust round of Leader funding, Maynard Johns successfully helped over 60
businesses access in excess of £200,000 of grant funding between them, and hopes
1o be able o help many more businesses this fime around.

Said Pete Ashion, Chairman of SW Policy Unit of the Federation of Small
Businesses: "The FSB are delighted fo invite Maynard Johns to give this

presentation, due fo their extensive knowledge and experience in this field. Jane
Maynard has made a direct positive impact on many local businesses. *

* excoding Fitlon, Yoo Valley, Forches and Whiddon Valle, Newpor, Centrl Town and Langhridg).
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Book early for Christmas Party

AUL

hee,

Federation of Small Businesses ' /

The UK’s Leading Business Organisation

\‘ - #
AL
North Devon Branch ‘ W ”9@
W L 4

Q‘iz ngﬁt Let’s Party!

Thursday 15th October 2009 — 7 p.m

A\

All FSB members and guests welcome

Meet for a glass of complimentary bubbly in the

foyer, dine and dance ‘til late in the superbly
At Cook Island, Mullacott Cross, lifracombe decorated Venetian Ballroom.
Have a fun night and win some great prizes! . o .
Don’t worry about driving home, there is also a
e oo be3—6peopleand entry s 10 peliy special rate for B&B of £25 per person if you

Why not come along and join the fun!

wish to stay overnight.

vith hotel, 01237 472361

ALdVd SVYWISIIHD

When? i
n Friday 18th December 2009

Wi ?

here? The Durrant House Hote|
Northam, Bideford J
What time? 7.30for 8.00 p-m,

How much? £22.00 per T
Spaces are limited, to book your team place, call 01271 860994 n

i ol
Legding
Susingss

55

Organisation

Numbers are limited so please book early!

Business—2 "
South West 200552_ “@; Federation of Small Businesses
JJAU %t | The UK’s Leading Business Organisation
Business—¢ _ L .
South West s 8 We will be exhibiting at Business South West on
15th & 16th October.
Business 2 Business Shows Why not come along to stand 106 for a chat

Maximise your Business Potential - 15th, 16th
October 2009, Westpoint Arena, Exeter.

Gaining new contracts and generating sales to
grow the business will be prime objectives for
companies exhibiting and visiting at Business
South West 2009. Visit stand number 156 and

meet the Business Link Advisers who will be happy Networking Breakfast Meetings
to answer any questions that you might have.

Thelast Wednesday of every month
The Durrant House HotdNortham, Bideford
7 am- £4 per person
To book email:fsbh@chang.eclipse.co.uk



mailto:fsb@chang.eclipse.co.uk
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Plymouth Chamber of Commerce are running a series of events over the coming months
includina:

Network of Women - Breakfast Forum

Tuesday 15/09/2009 08:15 - 09:30

Click here to apply for this event

No mat ter which successful business person you talk to,
whether itds one of the Dragons
on-the edge American motivational speakers, they all agree on
one thing:  Mindset makes the difference.

Discover how much of a difference mindset can make and how
to develop that mindset to increase your own success.

VENUE: Copthorne Hotel COST:  £10 (members)

£15 (non -members)

New Member's Reception
Thursday 17/09/2009 5:30pm - 7pm
Click here to apply for this event

This networking event is specifically for all new members who
joined since  18th June to officially welcome  you to the Chamber
and give you the opportunity to meet and network w ith some of the
Chamber Directors and Executive team, established members and

of course other new members.

Enjoy a light refreshment buffet from 5.30pm -7pm.
One delegate from each new member company is invited to
attend free of charge, additional guests will be charged £12 +

VAT.

Established members are also welcome to attend at a cost of £12
+ VAT per person.

Venue: JAD Logic, Logic House, Unit 1a, Kestral Business
Park, Burrington Industrial Estate, PL5 3LT



http://www.plymouth-chamber.co.uk/content/content_events_apply.asp?id=488
http://www.plymouth-chamber.co.uk/content/content_events_apply.asp?id=547

