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News from the Chair

Where has the summer gone! | can’t believe autumn
has arrived, so dare | say it..... we will be needing to
think about Christmas very soon.

Well if we believe all we hear on the TV and the
newspapers, it looks like the light at the end of the
recession tunnel is starting to get brighter, let's keep
our fingers crossed that the turn of the seasons bring
a boost to businesses everywhere.

Further on in this edition you will find my report on the
recent Branch Survey; it has been very interesting
reading and thank you to those of you who took the
time to complete it.

| have also been busy talking to other business clubs
and organisations in the district as well as Stroud
District Council with the view to trying to get more
joint activities and aligned campaigns. Although very
early in my endeavours, | am very pleased to say that
| attended a meeting recently with Nigel Sherwood,
Stroud Business Club, Carole Garfield, Stroud
Chamber of Commerce, Shirley Hill, Vale Business
Forum and Rachel Small from the District Council.
All agreed it would be very beneficial to work closer
together and we would look to improve
communications with each other on matters that
affects the business community across the district. |
believe this is a fantastic opportunity for the business
community to become a lot stronger and have a
greater say in the matters that affect us all. | look
forward to keeping you appraised of the good work
ahead.

A committee is only as good as the people who support
it and as always, there is always room for more people. |
personally would like to thank Simon Herbert from Crazy
Media who has joined us recently.

We continue to look for help with designing and
preparing our branch newsletter, assisting us with
planning and helping at social events and lobbying.
Your business may be in a skill sector that is having
issues and you want to have your say or you just want to
get more involved in the issues and problems that can
affect your business. You can give us as much time as
you wish and you do not have to attend committee
meetings just be there when we need your help.

| would also be interested to hear from members with
any issues you feel we could help you with. Please call
me on 07970 487918.

Dave Middlemiss

Call for Help

Our branch committee is in need of a
new Treasurer, this not a position that
requires a lot of time but does require
you to attend monthly branch meetings
to give a brief report.

=

If you would like to know more about this position or
would like to offer your services we would really like to
hear from you. Please call Dave on 07970 487918

Quiz and Branch AGM

It's that time of the year again where formality must be considered but not at the expense of our enjoyment.

Thursday 5th November
Five Valleys Conference & Leisure Centre, Forest Rovers FC, Nailsworth
7:00pm AGM
7:30pm Quiz

8:30pm Hot Buffet
9:00pm Charity Raffle in aid of First Responders

Cost £13 for Quiz & Hot Buffet
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Terryos Tirade

ON SLUGS, GRUBS, SPIDERS AND OTHER But Gordon Brown has run our economy like a
THINGS THAT CUT. CREEP, CRAWL, SLITHER househqld that takes out a large mortgage becaus_e it
AND SLIDE thought it could afford one and then found the family

income has dropped. And this from a man who says
e . , he’s prudent and doesn’t like borrowing. Have you
Sorry folks, but this “Tirade” might get a bit personal seen the figures for our national debt recently? It’s like

SO excuse me. . looking at a mortgage statement.
It's a personal tirade you understand (not official FSB

Policy) b}Jt, funnily enough, | don'’t feel too alone and But | need to keep to the zoological theme or be
now gg?m you have t(,), vent some steam. . sacked as the Newsletter’s “Sketch Writer”
As this “goes to press” Gordon Brown has just spoken

: ; SO...cuun... have you seen Gordon’s handwriting?
the one word he has dreaded using ever since he If my handwriting ever looked as though a spider with
became Chancellor and then Prime Minister — cuts.

inky paws had crept over my homework, my mother
used to tell me | was showing signs of a muddled and
disorganized mind and would not be able to
communicate properly when | grew up. Figure?

You see, going bust after an, albeit inherited, boom
was not supposed to happen. Money was going to
continue to pour out of our sleeves, spending was a

way of life -_especially if you could hide tax hikes in And another thing: It is really only the private sector
the s’;nall print. that has, so far, borne the brunt of job losses.

Why: . Those of us who are left to slug it out with an economy
Well, Gofd"” was in charge you see, and he was a crawling at s n a iphcé and with a Prime Minister
prudent financial manager who clearly understood flitting like a moth from one dim light to another we
basic economics because he used long, important now see the Public Sector Unions getting worried as
sounding words in tortuous sentences that no one they think it's their turn. Oh dear, what a shame!
understood. They’re now worming their way in to the debate by

i o . threatening strikes in order to protect their members’
Margaret Thatcher once said something like i r u n n i jobs and pensions. What they want is to get their

the economy is just good housekeeping i you can grubby hands on what little wealth is left as the country
only spend what comes into the house. slithers into bankruptcy.

She made it sound like a simple philosophy and so it

IS A spider in a dark suit and tie was sat in our shower

i oL o cubicle this morning scrawling a memo thatsaidfi De a r
Running the country’s finances is like scaled up Peter Please don6t mention 1t
housekeeping or, taken up another notch, like a Wi nt And, al swore and tossed it out the bathroom
scaled up small business. Because we run small window | heard it cry out @ O h - nod before the

businesses most of us have seen this recession
coming for years — you can’t keep spending what you
haven’t got coming into the house.

The only choices are - work harder, give up on the
luxuries and take care of those that bring in the
bacon.

Major Road Works to Start in Stroud

From the 1st of January to the 30th October 2010, a major road rebuilding project will take place at the
Merrywalks roundabouts adjacent to Travis Perkins and the head office of Stroud and Swindon Building Society.
This will involve closure and diversion of the A46/A419 with diversions, delays and disturbance on all arterial
roads. The project includes a widening of the A46, a new road by Travis Perkins and a new bridge over the
Cotswold Canal.

el ection! o

Terry Morgan

Gloucestershire County Council hosted by the Stroud & District Chamber of Trade & Commerce will be holding a
presentation for Stroud businesses on Tuesday 3rd November at The Old Town Hall, The Shambles, Stroud

commencing at 5:30pm.
ROAD

AHEAD

CLOSED
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Broadband and the small business

You may have read in the press about the Government’s new
target for universal broadband access of 2 Mbps by 2012. If
you are one of the lucky broadband customers who already
have a fast, reliable broadband connection to your business,
you may be wondering what all the fuss is about. You may not
be surprised to know that broadband outside of big urban area
is rarely fast or reliable.

Stroud FSB is teaming up with the Forest of Dean branch and
the rest of the branches in the region to build pressure to ensure
that our members can have a say in any future broadband plans
for the region. Nationally, the FSB is also campaigning vigor-
ously for a minimum standard that can meet your business
needs both now and in the future - and our demand is that 2
Mbps is just not good enough.

Just because our businesses are based in and around Stroud, doesn’t mean we should be excluded from the
‘connected’ world. We rely on electronic communication these days. If you can’t host a Web site or reliably get
your email, you’re probably missing sales opportunities. We want to change this.

We may never get a level playing field with big cities, but if we don’t make our voices heard, the next broad-
band ‘revolution’ will pass us by once again!

Over the next few months, we will be building evidence of just how bad (or how good) our broadband is in this
part of Britain. With an election looming, now is a good time to be challenging local candidates on their position
regarding broadband in largely rural communities.

Rather than have another branch survey specifically on broadband, we will be gathering evidence through our
regular branch committee meetings and events so we may be getting in touch with you. If you have any tales
to tell, please pass them on. The more evidence we can present to potential MPs and other elected represen-
tatives the better.

If you would like to share your experiences and help build the dossier of evidence, please email me at the ad-
dress below. | will be reporting on progress in future newsletters.

Steve Powell — Stroud Branch Committee steve.powell@powellhartley.co.uk

Branch Survey Report

The recent branch survey made very interesting reading; of the 767 surveys sent out 129 members responded.
It appears a large number of you joined because of the benefits you receive from the membership services. This
is good news as it indicates that the FSB members’ service department is offering good and useful packages.

A numbers of the responses stated they wanted to have more networking opportunities and we have started
work on providing such events. Some members indicated they would be happy to become more involved with
the branch and we are currently planning a presentation event to inform these members of what is needed and
how they could help, please look out for the date and venue, coming very soon.

We have also decided as a committee to make personal contact with as many of members as possible over the
coming months. Our intention is to give you a point of contact on the committee to offer you
help, or answer any questions you may have. As you can imagine, this is a huge task but
one we feel is very important. | can assure you that it is not our intention to use this
opportunity as a recruiting campaign for the committee.

Overall the survey returned a clear view where we need to concentrate our efforts and will -
help us focus on future events.

Thank you to all who took the time to complete the survey.
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FREE Support for Your Business

In keeping with the results of the survey we have linked up with Stroud College to offer a programme of busi-
ness seminars and networking opportunities to help you gain valuable support, guidance and information to
help your business grow.

The seminars will run in the evenings from 6-9 pm on the following dates and the format will vary each month.

20 Oct 09 Theme - The Challenge of Change in your business
17 Nov 09
19 Jan 10

Each month’s seminar will be notified to the business community through our links with the various business
clubs and organisation throughout the district and is open to non FSB members.

If your business can offer advice or support and you would like to be a presenter at
one of these seminars please contact Dave Middlemiss on 0845 241 6075 where he
can discuss the details and book you onto the programme if suitable.

We will keep you appraised on the success of these seminars through future newslet-
ter. Please help us make these events a success by attending and bringing along any
other business contacts you feel would benefit.

Diary Dates Good Trader

20-10-09 Free Business Seminar Stroud District Council are to expand the good trader
05-11-09 Branch AGM & Quiz scheme. The aim of the scheme is to:
17-11-09 Free Business Seminar Improve the cleanliness of the Stroud Districts

26-11-09 FSB Regional AGM Shopping Centres.

03-12-09 Branch Meeting Strengthen the links between Stroud District

In the pipeline: - Council, Traders, Shoppers and the Police.

. Encourage residents to support their local shops
Second New Members & Networking who have signed up to the Good Trader Agreement.
event

Themed Networking Dinner

Potential new committee members evening

Help reduce crime and anti-social behaviour, and
access to age related goods.

Visit the website below for further details:
Branch meetings are held on the first Thursday of

every month at the Parklife Centre,
Renishaw Building, Stroudwater Business Park,

www.stroud.gov.uk/docs/goodtrader.asp

Branch Contacts

Branch Chair: Dave Middlemiss  Tel: 08452 416075 Regional Secretary: Terry Morgan Tel: 01453 753192
Emaijl: dave @ppdsolutions.co.uk Emall: timstroud@aol.com

Branch Vice Chair: Susie Halgh  Tel: 01453 763557 National Councillor: Dave Stallon Tel: 01453 836206
Email: susie.haigh@jarvisward.com Email: dave-stallon@fsbdial.co.uk

Branch Secretary: Gordon Pearce Tel: 01453 832038

Email: pearce@highbank.fsnet.co.uk Address for Branch mail  : (FSB) Nailsworth Ironmongers ,24

Fountain Street, Nailsworth, Stroud, GL6 0BL

Branch Treasurer: Mark Clarke Tel: 01453 822818
Email: markclarke@griffithclarke.com



